
Mill City Church Is ECFA’s 2,000th Member. Mill City
Church, Ft. Collins, CO has just received ECFA certifica-
tion—becoming ECFA’s 2,000th member. Starting in 2001, 
a group of college students and 20-somethings grew to over
1,000 in weekly attendance and in 2010 spawned Mill City
Church. They call themselves a “Jesus church,” because it is
their desire to focus on what unites, not divides them. Lead
Pastor Aaron Stern and his wife Jossie serve this vibrant
community of believers. Visit millcitychurch.org.

New Publications Coming From ECFAPress and ECFA
Authors. January will mark the release of the 2016 editions of
the Zondervan Church and Nonprofit Tax & Financial Guide and
the Zondervan Minister’s Tax & Financial Guide authored by
Dan Busby, Michael Martin, and John Van Drunen. The 2016
editions represent the 25th consecutive year that each book has
been published.

Also coming in January is e Guide to Charitable Giving for
Churches and Ministries. This one-of-a-kind, 350-page guide is a
practical resource designed to help church and ministry leaders
not only avoid the common pitfalls of compliance with charita-
ble gift regulations but handle these issues with the utmost excel-
lence and integrity. Written by Busby, Martin, and Van Drunen,
it is based on their knowledge and experience, having served lit-
erally thousands of Christ-centered organizations across the
years through the ministry of ECFA.

Watch for ordering information in the December NonprofitPulse.

Report Shows ACA Exchange Premiums on the Rise.
The new enrollment period for the Health Insurance Market-
places began November 1 at Healthcare.gov, and a recent
report indicates the cost of coverage through the exchange is

rising. The average increase in the second-lowest cost silver
plan will be around 7.5%, according to the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services. This plan level plays a key role
under the Affordable Care Act as the basis for the calculation
of premium tax credits.  In three states (AK, MT, OK), aver-
age monthly premiums are expected to rise more than 30%.
For the full report and statistics, see the ASPE Research Brief,
“Health Plan Choice and Premiums in the 2016 Health Insur-
ance Marketplace.”

IRS Announces Annual Priorities for Exempt Organi-
zation Oversight. Some of the IRS’ major priorities for its
fiscal year 2016 include evaluating the Form 1023-EZ process
to determine potential improvements to the application and
review process, developing a program to make Forms 990
available in modernized e-file format, and refining document
requests to reduce the length of the IRS examination
processes.
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Don’t Miss the FREE Yearend Giving Webinar

December 1 (1 p.m. EDT) – Yearend Giving and
Receipting Issues—10 Things You Must Know. This
webinar is among the most popular offered by ECFA
each year. ECFA staffers Dan Busby, John Van Drunen,
and Michael Martin will be the presenters as they cover
some of the most vexing charitable giving topics faced by
churches at yearend. Register now as space is limited.
This special webinar is available FREE to all participants.  

Still Time to Catch These Webinars-on-Demand –
Free to ECFA Members

• Giving in a Digital World with Leighton Cusack
and Brian Roberts

• Nonprofit Financial Management Survey 1.0
Results with John Pearson and Cameron Doolittle

• Would You Leave Your Car Running? (Internal
Controls) with Vonna Laue

• Top Five Intellectual Property Issues with John
Anthony

Access all these Webinars-on-Demand at
ECFA.org/WebinarRecordings.aspx

Check Out These Top News Items

• ECFA Accredits 2,000th Member

• New Books Coming from ECFAPress and
ECFA Authors

• Report Shows ACA Exchange Premiums on
the Rise
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When Will Revised Political Activity Regulations Be
Issued?  IRS Commissioner John Koskinen outlined an ambi-
tious agenda for the now-defunct proposed (c)(4) regs. Koskinen
expects to get out revised proposed regs, hold a hearing, and then
finalize the regs before the end of 2016 so that they will become
effective in 2017. This regulatory process will not apply to the
2016 elections. The goal is to clarify the political activity rules for
(c)(4)s and probably other (c)s so that they will know what is
and is not included as politicking. 

Capitol Hill Transitions. Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI)
has been elected Speaker of the House following the resignation
of John Boehner (R-OH). Ryan, a candidate for Vice President
in 2012, was able to unify divided factions within the Republi-
can Party to become elected as the House’s top leader. Represen-
tative Kevin Brady (R-TX) will succeed Ryan as the new Chair-
man of the House Ways and Means Committee.

Update: IRA Charitable Rollover and Other Tax Exten-
ders.  Rep. Brady, the incoming Chairman of the House Ways
& Means Committee (see “Capitol Transitions” above), has
promised he will make legislation on tax extenders one of his
committee’s top priorities before yearend. For now, the IRA
charitable rollover and many other temporary tax provisions
have yet to be renewed for 2015 due to political differences in
Congress. It is likely that some type of agreement on tax exten-
ders will be reached before the end of 2015, but stay tuned to
the NonprofitPulse and ECFA website for the latest updates
between now and December 31.

New Law Lengthens Form 990 Automatic Filing Exten-
sion to Six Months. Nonprofits required to submit the Form
990 annual information return with the IRS will soon be entitled
to an automatic six-month filing extension.

Under current law, nonprofits are guaranteed a three-month
extension by completing Part 1 of IRS Form 8868. If organizations
wish to have an additional three-month extension, they must
request permission from the IRS using Part II of Form 8868.

This change becomes effective for return years beginning after
December 31, 2015 and is a result of the highway bill signed
into law by President Obama earlier this summer, which
included a section on tax return due dates.

The Gold Standard Question for Board Members. You
are driving away from a board meeting and say, “THAT WAS 
A GREAT BOARD MEETING TODAY.” The gold standard
question is “Tell me what happened at the board meeting to
provoke that positive response.” John Pearson, board gover-
nance expert, says: “Here’s what highly committed, deeply
engaged, thrilled-to-be-serving board say in response to that
question: ‘Everyone’s prepared. Everyone participates. Everyone
prays. It’s the best board I have ever served on!’” And he hears:
“We’ve deleted the petty stuff and focus on the important
agenda items only. And…we’re on target financially.” Read his
entire blogpost here.
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Ministries Recently Accredited by ECFA:
    1. Camp Eagle, Rocksprings, TX
    2. CARE for Aids, Atlanta, GA
    3. Carver Baptist Bible College & Theological Seminary,

Kansas City, MO
    4. Gospel Justice Initiative, Elgin, IL
    5. Halftime Institute, Dallas, TX
    6. Hope Faith Ministries, Kansas City, MO
    7. Illyricum Movement, Centralia, WA
    8. Jimmie Hale Mission, Birmingham, AL
    9. Medical Ministries International, Clovis, CA
 10. Mission Heart , Baton Rouge, LA
 11. New Oaks Community, Mason, OH
 12. Oasis World Ministries, Champlin, MN
 13. Open Arms Pregnancy Clinic, Northridge, CA
 14. Pittsburgh Kids Foundation, Pittsburgh, PA
 15. Salt Ventures NFP, Carol Stream, IL
 16. Shadow of His Wings, Olathe, KS
 17. Third Box Pregnancy Clinic, San Leandro, CA
 18. Thrive Ministry, Lakewood, CO
 19. Vision House, Renton, WA
 20. WGTS 91.9, Takoma Park, MD

ECFA Member?  If you are serving with one of the 2,017
ECFA member ministries, committed to observing high
standards of excellence, THANK YOU! If not, learning
whether your ministry may qualify for ECFA membership
just takes 7 minutes. Call John at 1-800-323-9473. It may
be one of the most important calls you make in 2015!

Immediate Openings to Join the ECFA Team

Due to strong member growth, ECFA has immediate
openings for one or more of the following positions 
(click here for more information). 

Staff Accountant. Entry-level position for college gradu-
ate with 0-4 years of experience. CPA or pursuing CPA and
experience with nonprofits a plus.

Compliance Associate.  Mid-level position for college
graduate with 5-10 years’ experience, CPA, and experience
with nonprofits.

Compliance Director. Senior-level position for acollege
graduate with more than 10 years’ experience, CPA, and
extensive experience with nonprofits.
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